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CHARACTER GENERICUS. 


Antenne letaceze, a bafı ad apicem fenfim atte- 

nuate. 
Alz, ledentis, fapius deflexa. (Volu notturno.) 
Lin. Syfl. Nat. p. 808. 


CHARACTER SPECIFICUS. 


PHAL/ENA peétinicornis elinguis, alis falcatis, 
concoloribus luteo-variis, macula feneftrata : 
fuperioribus fefqui-altera. 


Lin. Syfl. Nat. p. 808. 


Phaleena, in hac tabula depicta, eft omnium phala- 
narum hactenus cognitarum maxima : omnium ctiam, 
teftante Linnzeo ipfo, fpeciofiffima. Hiftoria naturalis 
cultoribus jamdudum eft cognita, et a Domina Merian 
in Hiftoria Infeétorum Surinamenfium depicta: qua 
tamen eximiam ipfius infecti venuftatem et varios co- 
lores in tabula minus feliciter exprimit. Eruca, nota- 
bilis hujus infecti mater, pregrandis eft, colore viridi, 
et tuberculis flavis annulata. Appropinquante cjus in 
chryfalidem metamorphofi, telam ferici fubflavi de fuo 
ipfius glutine deducit, in qua cubat, durante chryfalidos 
ftatu. Erucz hæ in China, ct aliis Orientis regionibus, 
nec-non in Amcrica calidiori frequenter. reperiuntur : 
ct quandoquidem ter quolibet in anno producuntur, fe- 


ricum 


ricum illinc ortum commercii non parvi zeftimandi fieri 
poffit fundamentum ; firmiffimum enim hoc fericum fi- 
mul ac elegantiffimum habetur. Opinionem hanc jam 
olim vulgavit Domina Merian. 

Vide Infect. Surin. tab. 52. 


Vefcitur hec Eruca precipue foliis citri. 


Phalen& non mediocrem pulchritudinem afferunt 
antennz fue: finguli enim antennarum articuli radiis 
quatuor, feu duobus utrinque fe diducentibus inftructi 
funt, ita ut duplices appareant. 


THE 
ESTO 5S „NEO PH. 


nn RAROS 
GENERIC CHARACTER, 


The Antenne or Horns letaceous, decreafing in 
fize from the bafe to the point. 

The Wings, when at reft, generally defle&ted. 

Flight, generally nocturnal. 


SPECIFIC CHARACTER. 


MOTH with fub-falcated Wings, varied with 
different fhades of ferruginous and orange ; 
with a large tranfparent fpot on each, and 
a {maller contiguous fpot on the upper 
wings. Colour of both the furfaces nearly 
the fame. 


The Moth figured in this plate is the largeft fpecies 
of Phalzna, hitherto difcovered; it muft be unne- 
ceflary to add, that it is one of the moft beautiful. 
Linnzus, in the Syftema Natur, calls it Speciofiffima 
Phaleenarum. It has been long known to naturalifts, 
and has been figured by Madam Merian, amongft the 
infects of Surinam. The figure, however, which fhe 
has given, does not by any means do juftice to the un- 
common elegance of the infect itfelf. The Caterpillar 
from which this remarkable Moth is produced, is very 
large, of a green colour, and furrounded by rings of yel- 
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low tubercles. When the period ofits change approach. 
es, it fpins a web of extremely ftrong yellowifh filk, in 
which it lies during its ftate of chryfalis. The Cater- 
pillars are very common in China, and other parts of 
the Eaft-Indies, as well as in America; and as the 
Moth breeds thrice a year, it might, in all probability, 
be made a very profitable article of commerce; fince 
the filk it produces, is extremely ftrong and rich. 
Madam Merian has obferved this in her account of the 
animal. 


See ber Hiflory of the Surinam Infetts, tab, 52. 
This Caterpillar feeds principally on Orange leaves. 


What adds, in a moft remarkable manner, to the 
beauty of the Moth, is the curious ftructure of the An. 
tenne, or Horns; which are pinnated in a quadruple 
feries of fibres, fo as to appear as if double, or com- 
pofed of two pair of Antennz laid over each other. 


